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CREIGHTON SPEAKS TO THE DETROIT CHAPTER 


Editor of Progressive Architecture tells students and architects of the architectural 


Thomas H. Creighton, editor of Progressive Architecture, was the s 
occasion of its joint meeting with members of 
Journals and the Practicing Profession.” 
proved to be one of the most interesting 


As is his custom, President Morison o 


ing, which took place just prior to the 
dinner meeting. He announced that at 
a full attendance of the Board, Erwin 
K. Prisel was elected to associate mem- 
bership, Ernest Wilby, F.A.LA. was ele- 
vated to the status of Member Emeritus. 


The President reported that the Board 
had authorized Talmage C. Hughes to 
accept, at his own expense, the invita- 
tion of Michael T. Waterhouse, 
F.R.LB.A., President of the Royal In- 
stitute of British Architects, to attend 
the Institute's Annual Conference at 
Bristol, England, to receive, on behalf of 
the Detroit Chapter, A.LA. the Gold 
Medal of The R.LB.A., for presentation 
to our distinguished Fellow and Chapter 
member, Mr. Eliel Saarinen, at a special 
ceremony of the Chapter. 


After expressing gratification at such 
a good attendance of students and other 
members, President Morison called up- 
on Talmage Hughes to give a brief re- 
port on the recent A.LA. Convention 
at Washington, D.C. He then called up- 
on Malcolm R. Stirton, Chairman of the 
Chapter's Committee on Education and 
Registration, which ineludes student 
activities, to preside at the presenta- 
tion of scholarship awards to the three 
student branch chapters. Mr. Stirton 
stated that he did not believe many 
of the corporate members realize the 
importance of our student branches. 


Ten years ago the first branch was es- 
tablished at the College of Architecture 
and Design at the University of Mich- 
igan. Now we have three branches, the 


magazines and the practicing profession 


peaker before the Detroit Chapter on the 
its student branches, May 24. His subject was "The Architectural 
About 100 students and fifty corporate members were present, in what 
and constructive meetings of the current season. 


pened the meeting and reported briefly on the Chapter Board meet- 


other two being at the University of 
Detroit and at Lawrence Institute of 
Technology. There are about 300 stu- 
dent affiliates. Mr. Stirton stated that 
The Institute is recognizing this grow- 
ing interest in students, which, he said, 
is for the purpose of a better under- 
standing between the students and the 
corporate members of The Institute and 
to assist them in getting started in the 
right way. 

Mr. Stirton called upon Clair W. 
Ditchy, national secretary of The A.LA., 
to present The A.A. awards. Mr. Ditchy 
in a few well-chosen words presented 
The A.LA. Medal and book, Mont Saint 
Michel and Chartres, by Henry Adams, 
to George Siegal of Detroit, a student 
at the College of Architecture and De- 
sign, University of Michigan. He also 
presented a copy of the book to William 
Emery McGrew, of Bartlesville, Okla- 
homa. Mr. McGrew is a student in the 
same school. 

Mr. Stirton next presented the Detroit 
Chapter Scholarship Awards to Theo- 
dore Daubresse of the University of 
Detroit, Louis Schneider of Lawrence 
Institute of Technology and to Robert 
Tveit of the University of Michigan. 

Professor L. Robert Blakeslee of the 
University of Detroit presented that 
school’s Gold Medals to Frank Dyzew- 
ski for outstanding accomplishment in 
design and to Francis Wimsatt for lead- 
ership in student activities. 

Professor Ralph W. Hammett, of the 


U. of M. was called upon to do the 
honors for that school. Before doing so 
he recognized Carter Strong, president 
of the student branch, vice president 
Gerald Diekema; Nina Pence and Vir- 
ginia Miller. Professor Hammett then 
presented the Alpha Rho Chi Medal to 
Robert William Van Summern. 

Earl W. Pellerin, head of the archi- 
tectural department at Lawrence Insti- 
tute of Technology, presented Frederick 
Strauss, Jr. and Louis Klei each with a 
copy of the book Space, Time and 
Architecture, by Sigfried Giedion. He 
also made an award to the student who 
had given most to his chapter, Richard 
Wood. 

President Morison thanked the par- 
ticipants in the program and called up- 
on Talmage Hughes to introduce the 
speaker. 

As an introduction to his talk, Mr. 
Creighton stated that he felt that a 
magazine that was too smug and sure 
of itself was not a good thing for the 
profession. On the other hand, he said, 
one could not afford to be wishy-washy. 
He said that such magazines pay close 
attention to criticisms, though they were 
sometimes quite confusing. Some want 
more of certain types of material while 
others might say there shouldn’t be any 
at all. The speaker was certain that no 
magazine could please every subscriber. 

Mr. Creighton asked the question, 
“how does one determine what is to be 
published in an architectural mag- 
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azine?” He then proceeded to give some 
of the answers. At present, he said, 
there is an over-abundance of suitable 
material, and he cautioned architects to 
not be disappointed if everything they 
submitted was not used. When he be- 
came editor of Progressive Architecture 
four years ago, he said, he called in 
his staff and endeavored to arrive at 
some agreement as to what an archi- 
tectural magazine should contain, what 
it should be. Before defining an archi- 
tectural magazine, he said, one should 
define a magazine, which he understood 
to be a medium of communication, the 
way people talk to each other through 
the printed word. An architectural 
magazine, then, should be a source of 
current information, on what is going 
on in the profession, but not so com- 
plete as a reference book. Instead he 
sees it as something that can be read 
and discarded. If there is anything an 
editor hopes to avoid, it is that sub- 
scribers will cut and file, for then it 
may never be used. Rather he hopes 
that the material will be examined im- 
mediately. 

Creighton said that the magazine isa 
unit of a tremendous industry, just as 
architects are members of their pro- 
fession. His is a member of a big group 
of magazine publishers and they get 
together for their common good. He 
listed some of the objectives: 

To give you news of the profession, 
though not spot news in the sense that 
a a ee ill 
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a newspaper does. To provide you with 
information about events, in the nature 
of adult education. He pointed out that 
symposiums do this on an occasional 
basis, but the magazine does this every 
month. To attempt to relate its own 
field to the general overall field. 

The editor admitted that the mag- 
azines are nct perfect, perhaps there 
is not enough about legal matters, of- 
fice practice and other features. How- 
ever, effort is being made to correct 
this. 

On the matter of architectural criti- 
cism, Mr. Creighton said that no way 
had been found to do this safely. On 
one occasion his magazine had criticized 
a building somewhat adversely and im- 
mediately received a telegram stating 
that suit would be brought, because al- 
ready competitors were showing it to 
prospects to indicate that the architect 
was incompetent. He was able to talk 
him out of it. Creighton had tried to 
institute a round-robin wherein several 
architects would criticize each other's 
buildings but this had not been success- 
ful. 

The speaker asked, “why does an 
architect want his work published?" 
He said that nine out of ten times it 
was because he thought it good pub- 
licity that might lead to more work. 
This, he believes, is missing the point. 
The magazine should try to improve 
the standards of the profession. He 
could see no reason for publishing some- 
thing that any one could see in his own 
town. The purpose should be to bring to 
attention something that otherwise 
might have escaped, something new or 
useful. 

Speaking of The A.LA. publications, 
the speaker did not think they com- 
pared favorably with those of the Royal 
Institute of British Architects or the 
Royal Canadian Institute of Architects. 

In the question and answer period 
Clair Ditchy took exception to the com- 
parison, saying it was unfair to consider 
the Journal of The A.LA. with that of 
the R.LB.A. It was, he said, like com- 
paring Progressive Architecture to the 
Architectural Review, between which, 
he allowed, there is no comparison. 
Further, Ditchy said, the R.C.LA. Jour- 
nal is the only architectural publication 
in Canada. 

The question was asked as to why the 
difference between the architectural 
critic and the drama critic. The latter 
can go as far as he likes without fear of 
being sued. Mr. Creighton stated that a 
drama critic is free to see a play and 
then pan it. The worst that can happen 
is that the theatre can refuse to give 
him any more passes, but he can buy 
his tickets and continue to do the same. 
It is true that the critic can do great 

damage to plays and to actors but there 


seems to be no danger of law suits. 
Aside from the aspects of law, Mr. 
Creighton said, the architectural mag- 
azine must have the support of the 
architects. It is inconceivable that one 
could continue long without it. 

This seemed to have a connection 
with the editor's statement to the effect 
that good architecture is where you find 
it and that he believed that good work 
should be published regardless of the 
author, even to speculative builders, 
contractor-architect organizations, Or 
even “non-registered architects" (as if 
there were such a thing). It would seem 
to this writer that if there is an over- 
abundance of good material and the 
magazines want the support of the ar- 
chitects, they would confine their activ- 
ities to the legitimate practicing pro- 
fession. In fact, the title of Mr. Creigh- 
ton's talk was "The Architectural Jour- , 
nals and the PRACTICING PROFES- 
SION." Why, then, should they feature 
the work of the known enemies of the 
practicing profession? 

Mac Stirton asked how the national 
mags feel about having work published 
locally, before submitting to national 
publications. Mr. Creighton’s answer 
was that they did not mind at all, and 
in fact in many cases good material 
came to their attention in just that way. 

President Morison closed the meeting 
by saying that it was one of the best we 
have ever had. He thanked Suren Pila- 
fian and the program committee for 
their good work. 

We should like to record that Mr. 
Creighton would accept no fee and his 
expenses were borne by his publication. 
This, we feel, is a very nice gesture. 
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SHOWN ABOVE is a portion of the 
speakers table, on the occasion of the ap- 
pearance of Sir Patrick Abercrombie in 
Detroit, May 3. 

The Special Committee and members of 
the Board of Directors of the Michigan 
Society of Architects entertained Sir Pat- 
rick at dinner just prior to his lecture in 
the auditorium at The Engineering Society 
of Detroit. 


LEFT TO RIGHT: Don Kimball, Pete 


Vander Laan, Leo Bauer and Sir Patrick. 
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P. C. CONFERENCE 
WAS A BIG SUCCESS 


Good, Attendance is Had at 2nd 
Arbor 


Annual 


Event in Ann 


The Second Annual Concrete Confer- 
ence held April 26 and 27 at the Uni- 
versity of Michigan was attended by 
nearly 300 persons engaged in the con- 
struction industry. The conference, 
sponsored yearly by the Portland Ce- 
ment Association, received the full co- 
operation of the University of Michigan, 
the Michigan Society of Architects, the 
Michigan Chapters of The A.LA. the 
Michigan Section of the American So- 
ciety of Civil Engineers and the Associ- 
ated General Contractors of America. 

The first major talk was presented 
by John H. Banker, construction con- 
sultant of the Portland Cement Assoc - 
ation. His subject was “Forms: Mate- 
rials and Methods." According to C. E. 
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Bottom, discussion leader, Mr. Banker 
touched upon a subject of utmost in- 
terest to contractors especially as it 
applied to construction economics. "All 
should benefit from his remarks and 
should be able to put many of the sug- 
gested practices into force,’ Bottom 
stated. 

A luncheon address delivered by 
Walter L. Couse, National President 
of the Associated General Contractors 
of America, stressed the need for co- 
operation between architects, engineers, 
and contractors in the construction 
of buildings and other works 

E. B. Oberly, construction consultant 
of the Portland Cement Association, be- 
gan the afternoon session with a paper 
on "Exposed Concrete" which was fol- 
lowed by a lively discussion period. A 
discourse on “Prestressed Concrete" by 
H. M. Stoll, regional structural engineer 
of the Portland Cement Association, fol- 
lowed by a motion picture and discus- 
sion period concluded the first day of 
the conference. In his discussion, Pro- 
fessor F. N. Menefee called on the Port- 
land Cement Association to be the lead- 
ers in an effort to rationalize termin- 
ology as it applies to prestressed con- 
crete. 

Again addressing the group, John H. 
Banker opened the second morning ses- 
sion with a talk on “Heavy Duty Floor 
Construction.” In the discussion period 
that followed J. G. Martin, District En- 
gineer of the Portland Cement Associ- 
ation, pointed out that everyone con- 
nected with the building industry 
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seeemed to know how to build good 
concrete floors and attempted to obtain 
an answer to the question, “Who is it 
that offers the greatest obstruction to 
getting good concrete floors?” Many 
admitted that persons in a supervisory 
capacity spent too much time in their 
offices when floors were being installed. 

Robert P. Briggs, Vice President of the 
University, delivered the luncheon talk 
and spoke on “The Physical Plant of 
the University of Michigan.” 

The conference was concluded in the 
afternoon with a “Demonstration of 
the Mixing, Placing and Finishing of a 
Heavy Duty Concrete Floor Surface” 
under the direction of J. H. Banker and 
E. B. Oberly. The general exoression 
heard during the floor demonstration 
was, "I didn't think they would ever be 
able to finish such stiff concrete!" 

Those attending the conference term- 
ed it as being very success*ul and 
worthwhile. 
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Shu Signa Della Honorary Fraternity 
— Scholarship, Leadership, Clarak 


By Ernest H. Trysell, A.I.A., Detroit, Michigan 
From the Fraternity Monthly 


Tau Sigma Delta has been developed 
to provide a national collegiate honor 
society open to all advanced students 
majoring toward a degree in Architec- 
ture and its Allied Arts of Design in 
the American colleges and universities 
wherein an accredited department, 
school or college of Architecture, Land- 
scape Architecture, and Allied Arts is 
established. 

The immediate objectives of the Soci- 
ety are to emphasize scholarship, lead- 
ership, and character; to stimulate 
mental achievement and effort; and to 
reward those students who attain high 
scholastic standing in Architecture, 
Landscape Architecture, and the Allied 
Arts of Design by the reward or prize 
of membership. The Fraternity aims to 
be of service to the school in which it 
is functioning, strives to promote high 
ideals in Architectural education, and 
provides a collegiate organization 
which assists in the promotion of wor- 
thy endeavors which tend to be of bene- 
fit to the Architectural and Allied Arts 
professions, 


An undergraduate student shall be 
eligible for selection to membership 
when he shall have completed at least 
five-eighths of the technical and pro- 
fessional requirements for the initial 
degree in Architecture, Landscape Ar- 
chitecture, or the Allied Arts provided 
he shall have attained a scholastic aver- 
age grade of not lower than the mini- 
mum grade of the highest 15 per cent 
of such group of students. Higher 
standards may be set by a chapter to 
suit the desire of the faculty at the 
school where a chapter is located, but 
no lower standards are permitted. In 


Prof. Thomas K. FitzPatrick, 
A.LA,, Chairman of the Department 
of Architecture, Iowa State College, 
is President of Tau Sigma Delta; 
Prof. Verle L. Annis, College of Ar- 
chitecture, University of Southern 
California, Secretary - Treasurer; 
Prof. Paul Henry Coy, College of 
Architecture and Design, University 
of Michigan, Corresponding Secre- 
tary; Prof. P. H. Elwood, Head, 
Dept. of Landscape Architecture, 
Towa State College, immediate Past 
Grand Chapter Master. 

Ernest H, Trysell, A.LA., of De- 
troit, is immediate Past Grand Chap- 
ter Recorder. He was organizing 
member and an active member of 
the Grand Chapter of Tau Sigma 
Delta since its formative period at 
the University of Michigan. 

The organization has now more 
than 2,000 members, A new Chapter 
has just been installed at Tulane 
University School of Architecture, 
with Prof, Buford L. Pickens, A.LA., 
as Advisor, 

Another chapter is being installed 
at Kansas State College Department 
of Architecture through the approv- 
al of Prof, Paul Weigel, Head of the 
Department. 


the calculation of points per unit of 
college credit earned, special emphasis 
is placed on courses in Design which 
are weighted with higher points per 
unit than the general subjects. The 
student eligible for selection is voted 
upon by the active chapter member- 
ship at which time consideration is 


given to character, initiative, leader- 
ship, creative ability, and other im- 
ponderables. The list of candidates so 
voted upon favorably is submitted to 
the faculty of the department in which 
the student is registered for faculty 
approval, and no student is notified of 
his selection until so approved. The 
candidate must therefore first pass the 
test of outstanding scholarship, second- 
ly meet the approval of his fellow 
classmates, and finally pass the more 
mature judgment of his teachers. 
Elections are also made from students 
enrolled as candidates for the graduate 
degree. The chapters are extended the 
privilege of electing to honorary mem- 
bership such persons of high repute in 
the professions of Architecture and 
Allied Arts as the faculty may recom- 
mend; the chapter also elects members 
of the faculty of the department in 
which the chapter is established. 
Members are elected without dis- 
crimination as to race, color, or creed. 
Elections shall be irrespective of mem- 
bership in or affiliation with other 
recognized organizations or associations. 
The Society elects both men and wom- 


en. 
History 

Tau Sigma Delta was organized in 
1913 at the University of Michigan at 
the suggestion and guidance of the 
faculty in Architecture and Landscape 
Design who selected the first group of 
senior honor students to be the found- 
ing members. After three years of trial, 
the system of elections was extended 
to other universities. With gradual 
growth, it became necessary for the 
best interests of the schools at which 
chapters became located to extend elec- 
tions to honor students who were 
majoring toward a degree in depart- 
ments allied with Architecture and 
Landscape Architecture. Also, for the 
continuity of the workings of a chapter 
from term to term, it became proper 
to elect from the junior groups who 
were about to become seniors. Thus 
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Tau Sigma Delta developed from a 
senior honor society in Architecture 
and Landscape Architecture to become 
inclusive of both juniors and seniors in 
Architecture, Architectural Engineer- 
ing, Architectural Design, Landscape 
Architecture, Painting, Sculpturing, 
Planning, Decorative Design, Interior 
Decoration, and all the Arts Allied with 
Architecture. And with that develop- 
ment it became necessary to establish 
the rule that each chapter shall have 
its origin in a School of Architecture 


and be controlled by that school; no 
chapter is established in an art school, 
as such, 
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Tau Sigma Delta proved its worth 
steadily. It overcame the obstacles pre- 
cipitated by World War I, the subse- 
quent inflationary period, and the re- 
sultant era of world economic “reces- 
sion and adjustment,’ and the later 
effects of World War II. To be sure, 
progress was delayed by these crucial 
tests of the times, and four of its 
chapters became inactive; however, the 
Society emerged strengthened by those 
tests. 

The list of active chapters of Tau 
Sigma Delta includes Alpha, University 
of Michigan; Delta, Syracuse Univer- 
sity; Gamma, Carnegie Institute of 
Technology; Epsilon, University of 
Pennsylvania; Eta, University of Cali- 
fornia; Iota, University of Washington 
at Seattle; Kappa, Iowa State College; 
Lambda, University of Southern Cali- 
fornia; Mu, University of Texas; and 
Nu, Virginia Polytechnic Institute. Xi 
Chapter at Tulane will be installed this 
year. Three new chapters are in the 
process of formation, and one inactive 
chapter has petitioned for resumption 
of elections. 

Zeta of University of Liverpool, in 
England, had its charter withdrawn by 
agreement when the Fraternity ruled 
to limit its chapters to within the 
United States. 

The Fraternity is incorporated under 
the State Laws of Michigan as a “not- 
for-profit” association and educational 
society. Tau Sigma Delta derived its 
name from the first letter of each of 
the words of its Motto, “Technitai So- 
phoi kai Dexioi,” which translated 
means “Craftsmen, skilled and trained.” 
The T or Tau represents the T-square; 
the D or Delta, the triangle; the S or 
Sigma is the summation of all other 
instruments — knowledge, attributes, 
and ideals as required of a member of 
Tau Sigma Delta in his chosen profes- 
sion. The badge or gold key of the 
Society consists of the crossed Greek 
letters of T, D, and S, a suspension ring 
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at the top, and a pendant at the bottom. 
The Key is worn either as a watch 
chain charm or as a pin; purchase is 
optional and at manufacturer's cost to 
the Fraternity. The colors of the Soci- 
ety are white and gold; the flower is 
the red rose. The bulletin is The Tech- 
nitai (The Craftsman) and is issued 
at irregular intervals to the chapters 
only as a means of inter-chapter in- 
formation. 

The Greekletter name might indicate 
that Tau Sigma Delta is a secret soci- 
ety, but far be it from such. Each chap- 
ter is a faculty-controlled organization 
to serve best the interests of the school; 
in fact, the strength and life of a chap- 
ter is dependent upon such control. 

(See TRYSELL Page 7) 


WANTED — : Eiperlanced Architectural. Drafis- 
men. Excellent opportunity for continuous 
employment in pleasant surroundings for 
several experienced draftsmen,—Roger Allen 
& Associates, 1126 Grand Rapids National 
Bank Bldg., Grand Rapids 2, Mich., Telephone 
8-0317. 


WANTED—Three Architectural men and One 
Mechanical. Have steady positions waiting for 
men experienced in church, school and in- 
stitutional work. Pleasant working conditions. 
High salary. Please call for appointment.— 
George F. Diehl, Architect, Gerald G. Diehl, 
Associate, WO. 5-1872. 
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DEARBORN, MICHIGAN 


4 Miles N.W. of Henry Ford's Greenfield Village 


ANDY 
DEARBORN, 


In the practice of architecture, it is 
an every day occurence to design a 
building embodying the use of new ma- 
terials. The various loads and spans are 
itemized and the desired sizes of beams, 
girders, columns e are calculated 
from this information. 


PALMER'S MILITARY 


MICHIGAN 


Seldom is one called upon to design 
a building wherein about eighty per- 
cent of the materials are of a used na- 
ture with a further mandatory stipula- 
tion that they be used to their fullest 
extent. The latter was a prerequisite in 
the contemplated remodeling and ad- 
dition to Andy Palmer’s Military Inn, 
Dearborn, Michigan. 


INN 


OOMBE ves daa 


ASSON Q 


In 1949, Mr. Palmer acquired a build- 
ing which was one of several compris- 
ing the old Dearborn Arsenal located in 
West Dearborn and constructed during 
the Civil War. This building was care- 
fully wrecked, and the materials, con- 
sisting of common brick; stone and tim- 
bers were removed to the site of the 
then existing Military Inn located at 


Telegraph and Warren Roads. 

I recall the feeling of dismay that was 
mine upon first seeing the stock of 
available materials on hand, because it 
was necessary to personally mine 
and count them accurately, several days 
being spent in the proc of doing so 
The next step was to carefully itemize 
and catalogue everything for future 
reference. 


The first step in the accomplishment 


of the design was to procure an accurate 

survey showing the existing building 

and lot lines, followed by a consultation EARB 

with the owner, which evolved some 

facts hitherto unknown regarding the MICHIGAN 
man for whom the structure was to be 

built, and the purpose and extent of the 
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be accomplished. It was learned 
. Palmer had a dream which he 
to consumate into actuality. His 

hobby had been (and still is) 
lecting, and he wished to build 
nent show place for his trophies 
boasts of being the “World's 
." The building was also to have 
fodations for the sale of liquor 
cing. 


5905 Middlebelt Rd., 
Middlebelt 5513 


Garden City, Mich. 
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CONTRACTORS, DEARBORN MICH 


In developing the design, the first 
problem to surmount was the acute and 
obtuse angles presented by the lot lines 
with each other, and a hexagon vesti- 
bule within a tower was found to be a 
solution. Elaborating further, a funnel 
shaped foyer was planned to accommo- 
date a check room and gun cases, the 
latter to inform the patron immediately 
of the theme of the building. 


Detroit 24 LA. 7-7877 


REGAL PLUMBING & HEATING CO. 


From the foyer, one enters into the 
bar room wherein a fireplace is placed 
opposite the bar and is reflected in the 
mirror of the back bar. This room is 
designed for coziness, the bar being L- 
shaped and not too long in any direc- 
tion so that on “off’ nights, the lights 
may be dimmed in the dance floor area 
beyond, and the activities confined to 
a small area, thereby arresting the pos- 
sibiüty of a patron feeling tnat he is 
a “small mouse in a large parn” which 
is so often the case in establishments of 
this kind, 

Digressing at this point, I should like 
to discuss the type of architecture used 
inside and out, and which will be as 
brief as possible. I assure you the inside 
style was not "cribbed" from Fletcher's 
History of Architecture nor too much 
of anything else previously seen, Some 
might call it “ rison style," others 
"Western Frontier," or our worthy sage 
Mr. Roger Allen might come up with 
something as delightful as Battle Creek 
Renaissance," but architecture in my 
opinion is not described by a lot of 
words, nor does it have to be authentic 
to the letter insofar as the layman is 
concerned. It has a story to tell, and I 
believe that it is adequately told in the 
building under discussion. 

There is a mezzanine running around 
three sides of the dance floor, accessible 
by means of two stairways, built of oak, 
the treads being made of 3" thick ma- 
terial, the hand rail of 4" x 6" also the 
railing extending around the periphery 
of the mezzanine. Located at the rear 
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of the mezzanine, is a service bar which 
relieves the necessity of going down- 
stairs for refreshments. A private of- 
fice is located at the front end of the 
mezzanine with windows so positioned 
as to give a complete view of the entire 
operations. 

The only place where it was found 
necessary to use new materials was in 
the roof which is of poured gypsum over 
clear span steel joists, the latter being 
covered with wood, and also the ceiling 
which is of planks 24%” thick which 
were available as previously discussed. 

The columns supporting the mez- 
zanine are of 14” x 14” solid oak, the 
beams of 7” x 14” and the joists of 
6" x 9", As stated previously, the engi- 
neering calculations were executed in 
reverse, the spans being determined 
from the section modulus available, 
rather than computing the section re- 
quired for a given span. 

It is noteworthy that the oak and 
poplar used throughout was in such ex- 
cellent condition. After electrically 
sanding, all wood was burned slightly 
with a blow torch to recover some of 
the age lost by sanding. The intent to 
keep the building old in character was 
achieved by the use of natural mate- 
rials, no plaster or other coverings be- 
ing used anywhere. The walls are of 
exposed brick except where gun cases 
occur and the main floor is laid with 
pumice cement. 


The exterior is of English Midiaeval 
style with all the familiar “razzle daz- 
zle," to impart a feeling of housing a 
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garrison or fortress. The bricks are of 
course hand made, some bearing dates 
inseribed thereon as far back as 1837, 
and while irregular in shape, impart a 
rugged and interestin: feeling to the 
facade which has a minimum of win- 
dows. 

Jobs of this kind cannot be entirely 
planned on the drawing board, but re- 
quire constant supervision and cooper- 
ation on the part of every sub-contrac- 
tor, the owner and the architect. I wish 
to extend my thanks to the several con- 
tractors and Mr. Palmer for all the 
splendid help given me and shall always 
cherish the memory of having had a 
part in the undertaking. 


Plans are now in progress for another 
addition to be built this year, which was 
incorporated in the original rendering 
herewith presented. 
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Fiberglas Demonstration 


By T. G. Seemeyer 


If your wife should forget and put 
the ice cream in the oven and the hot 
coffee in the refrigerator don't get too 
upset about it. They'll both remain un- 
changed provided she wraps a batt of 
Fiberglas around each of them, as was 
demonstrated May 16 at a luncheon and 
show sponsored by John J. Hartnett of 
Owens-Corning Fiberglas Corporation 
at the Detroit Leland Hotel. 


This was one of eight similar demon- 
strations given by the company during 
the week to which architects were in- 
vited in special groups to view the 
amazing and diversified uses of Fiber- 
glas. 

John Vyverberg was in charge of the 
show which is on tour of the main cities 
of the country, and Detroit was fortu- 
nate enough to be one of the first. 


Entertaining the guests, besides Hart- 
nett, were his Detroit staff which in- 
cluded genial Wright Hitt, George Leis- 
ering, Warren Rowley, George Cantrick 
and Charles Hall. 


“Fiberglas is in your Life— for Good!" 
was the slogan over the stage where 
everything from sheer filmy blue mar- 
quisette curtains to a coldroom se.f-sup- 
porting wall were shown to have evolv- 
ed from the amazing basic 204 indi- 
vidual filaments in a strand of Fiber- 
glas. We learned that there is enough 
Fiberglas in a small marble to stretch 
a single filament of Fiberglas the dis- 
tance of 90 miles. 


Architect Frank Barcus was request- 
ed to draw signed cards from a Fiber- 
glas tray, and the lucky numbers won 
choice door prizes of which yours truly 
carried off a swell Fiberglas insulated 
picnic lunch hamper. 


Among the architects attending the 
May 16 luncheon, besides Frank, were 
John Blair, Joseph French, Louis 
Blume, Byron Mills, Stanley Bragg, 
Arthur Schmidt, Louis Redstone, Fred 
Strauss, Paul Tilds and Russell Radford. 
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No election to membership is official 
unless the candidate’s enrollment cards 
are signed by the Director or head of 
the department in which the candidate 
is registered. These cards are forwarded 
to the Grand Chapter for further ap- 
proval. There are no national dues; the 
single nominal initiation fee gives the 
initiate life membership. Social func- 
tions of the chapters are incidental, and 
as may be had in connection with initia- 
tions, dinners, meetings, lectures, ex- 
hibitions of work, etc. A chapter may 
delegate individual members to assist 
and give counsel on social affairs when 
requested by other organizations, and 
participate in conducting them. 

As a recognition of the Tau Sigma 
Delta standing as a strictly honorary 
society, the Association of College Hon- 
or Societies has admitted it to full 
membership as the departmental honor 
society in Architecture and Allied Arts. 

Organization 

The government of Tau Sigma Delta 
is vested in the hands of the officers 
of the Grand Chapter, the Advisory 
Council, the institutional chapters, and 
the annual meeting. 


The Grand Chapter has control of all 
matters pertaining to the Fraternity as 
a whole between the annual or special 
national meetings. Its officers are 
chosen from alumni and Faculty mem- 
bers for a term of four years. The 
Grand Master, or president, is Prof. 
Thomas K. FitzPatrick, Ames, Iowa; the 
Grand Recorder, or secretary-treasurer, 
Prof. Verle L. Annis, Los Angeles; The 
Grand Scribe or corresponding secre- 
tary, Prof. Paul Henry Coy, Ann Ar- 
bor, Mich. The latter is the represent- 
ative of Tau Sigma Delta on the Coun- 
cil of the Association of College Honor 
Societies. The Advisory Council mem- 
bership is made up of the following: 
H. O. Whittemore, Ann Arbor; George 
T. Clayton, Syracuse, N. Y.; George S. 
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Koyl, Philadelphia; Arthur B. Gallion, 
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P. Herrman, Seattle; Leonard Wolf, sWHEIHmmcrnmmmtymnmitaintaititi cam e 
Ames, Iowa; Clinton H. Cowgill, = g 
Blacksburg, Va.; Warren C. Perry, 
Berkeley, Calif.; and Martin S. Ker- 
macy, Austin, Texas. All of the afore- 
mentioned hold professorships in a Col- 
lege of Architecture, and several are 
Directors of such colleges, or schools 
of Fine Arts. 


Retiring from the Grand Chapter are 
Prof. P. H. Elwood (Grand Master) and 
Ernest H. Trysell (Grand Recorder). It 
was the earnest desire on the part of 
the retiring officers that their duties 
be turned over to other interested Tau 
Sigma Delta members with the coming 
term, both having earned relief after 
more than thirty years of gratuitous 
service to Tau Sigma Delta. 
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GLASS BLOCK for 
YOUR PLANT-Now 


Critical materials are not required 
to erect glass block panels in that 
new plant addition—or in replac- 
ing wornout sash in existing build- 
ings. Get Insulux Glass Block — 
without delay. 


Cadillac Glass Co. 


VA. 1-7200 2570 HART AVENU 


The chapters adopted a constitutional 
amendment on Jan. 15, 1949, providing 
that the annual meeting of Tau Sigma 
Delta “shall be held at an appropriate 
time just preceding the annual con- 
vention of The American Institute of 
Architects. The place shall be the city 
designated by The A.LA. for its con- 
vention, The meeting of the Fraternity 
shall be held at a time and place spe- 
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Gas Does Everything . .. 


Modern Gas equipment is used exclusively in the kitchen of the newly 
constructed building of the Knights of Columbus, George F. Monaghan 
Council, at 13530 Lesure in Detroit. A three-section range, two deep fat 
fryers, two coffee urns and a steam table—all utilize the flexibility and 
economy of Gas in the preparation of tasty meals for the members and their 
friends. Plenty of piping hot water for dishwashing and cleanup tasks 
is provided at all times by an automatic Gas water heater. 
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BRITISH BUILDING TEAM'S REPORT 


Asks Sweeping Reforms After U. S. Tour 
Acclaims Efficiency and Productivity of American Methods 
Contrasting the efficiency of the American building industry with the 
lack of production in England, the official report of the 17-man British 
Building Team, which visited the United States last summer, urges sweep- 
ing reforms of British building practices and relaxation of government 


controls. 


Citing the initiative, efficiency, econ- 
omy and productivity of American 
builders, the report asks "responsible 
authorities" of the British Labor Gov- 
ernment "to ease or remove existing 
onerous restrictions on private enter- 
prise house building." 

"The speed with which American 
buildings of all sizes are erected re- 
mains one of the Team's deepest im- 
pressions," the report stated. 


“The outstanding lesson to be learned 
(from the U.S. tour)," the report con- 
cluded, “is that the British building in- 
dustry must be mobilized to eliminate 
everything which stands in the way of 
greater efficiency—be it inadequate 
preparation of work, bad organization 
by architect or contractor, or the con- 
tinuance of unnecessary or restrictive 
controls or practices—so that each 
member of the industry can, in his own 
sphere, perform the best work of which 
he is capable.” 


Extolling the American free enter- 
prise system, the introduction to the 
report said: “Every member of the 
Team was greatly impressed by the 
spirit of initiative and cooperation 
which appears to characterize each sec- 
tion of the American industry, and 
which is shown in the attitude of all 
towards the work in hand . . . direct 
material incentives to self-advance- 
ment, coupled with penalties for fail- 
ure to keep abreast of the times—these 
are factors reflected in the speed and 
efficiency of construction in the U.S." 


Pointing out that the great prepond- 


erance of U.S. building is privately fi- 
nanced and that this factor stimulates 
the spirit of initiative, the report added: 

"The operatives (craftsmen) no less 
than the employers realize that if the 
industry prices itself out of the market 
there will be hardship for all." 

Impressed by the high level of pro- 
ductivity of American building crafts- 
men and their general attitude toward 
their job, the report said: 

"From a comparison of work—the 
Team concludes that the out-put per 
man-hour on similar site operations is 
about 50% higher in America than it 
is in Britain. This is primarily due to 
the greater speed at which the oper- 
atives work and the ready supply of 
materials to craftsmen. 

"It is recognized that the American 
craftsman has many advantages—in 
better organization of the job, the sup- 
ply of unskilled labor, breaking down 
of craft operations, easier travel to 
work (generally in his own car) and 
better food—but a large part of the 
difference . . . can be accounted for 
only by the individual attitude towards 
work ... The whole American way of 
life is a challenge to the individual to 
give of his best . . . The British oper- 
ative must, like the American, realize 
that his standard of living is linked to 
the efficiency of the industry and de- 
pends on his personal contribution." 

Pointing out that the average hourly 
wage of building craftsmen in America 
is more than four times that of Britain, 
the report disputes the argument that 


the high wages here are made neces- 
sary by the high cost of living. “The 
proportion of wages spent on necessities 
is lower and the general standard of 
living considerably higher in America 
than in Britain," it said. The report 
presented a detailed table, comparing 
the length of time a building craftsman 
in London and one in New York has to 
work to earn the price of essential artic- 
les. As an example, the table revealed 
that a New York craftsman works 13 
hours and 4? minutes to purchase a 
$40.75 suit of clothes. A comparable 
London craftsman works 81 hours and 
8 minutes for the same article, an in- 
crease of 591 percent. 


Impressed with the effective pre-con- 
struction planning of work by contrac- 
tors, architects and engineers and the 
efficient administrative organization 
which directs a construction project, 
the British Team commented: “The ef- 
ficiency, of the American building con- 
tractor can be simply explained. Oper- 
ating in a free and competitive market 
and being supplied at the earliest pos- 
sible date with full information of the 
work to be done, he has both the incen- 
tive and the opportunity to organize the 
constructional work and carry it out 
with speed and economy . . . Effective 
coordination and correlation of the 
work of sub-contractors is one of the 
most striking features of American con- 
tract organization." 

Based on its observations, the British 
Team concluded its report with 21 spe- 
cific recommendations for improving 
efficiency and productivity in Britain. 
Emphasized in the recommendations 
were administrative organization; co- 
operation between architect and con- 
tractors with resulting effective pre- 
construction planning; increased mech- 
anization of the building industry and 
more energy-giving foods for crafts- 
men, 
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DETROIT AREA 
BUILDINGS 


The following is a list of buildings in 
the Detroit area, as nominated by the 
recent post card, ballot, as being of possible 
interest to visitors: 

Contemporary 
COMMERCIAL 

Buhl Building 

Davidson Brothers Warehouse 

Detroit News and WWJ Radio Studios 

Federal Department Store at 

Grand River and Greenfield 

Fisher Building—6 votes 

General Motors Building—3 votes 

General Motors Research Center—2 

votes 

J. L. Hudson Company 

Michigan Bell Telephone Comp. ny at 

Birmingham—3s votes 

Penobscot Building 

David Stott Building 
DOMESTIC 

Gregor E. Affleck residence on North 

Woodward Avenue, Bloomfield 


Hills by Frank Lloyd Wright— 2 
votes 

Houses by George J. Bery of Oak 
Park 


Dow house at Midland 
FHA Housing Project in Birmingham 
Alexander Girard residence in Grosse 


F. H. MARTIN 
CONSTRUCTION CO. 


WOodward 1-4890 
955 E. Jefferson Ave. Detroit, Michigan 


Wolverine Stone Company 
NATURAL SIONE FOR 
ALL BUILDING PURPOSES 


14290 Meyers Road Detroit 27, Michigan 
WE. 3-4295 


NELSON COMPANY 


Plumbing, Heating & Air Conditioning Supplies 
WHOLESALE 
Main Olífice and Display Room 
2604 FOURTH AVE. Phone WO. 2-4160 
Royal Oak — Grosse Pointe — Ann Arbor 


WHOLESALE 
PLUMBING and HEATING SUPPLIES 


Flint — Wyandotte — Pontiac 
E80! W. Baltimore Detroit 2. TR. 


5-4200 


Portable 
Air 


All Accessories Furnished 
60 to 500 cu. ft. - By Day, Week or Month 


W. H. ANDERSON CO., INC. 
DETROIT. MICHIGAN 


Pointe 
Goodenough residence in Grosse 
Pointe 
Howard White residence at Owosso 
EDUCATIONAL 
Art Institute—5 votes 
Main Library—5 votes 
Rackham Memorial Building—4 votes 
Coburn Elementary School at Battle 
Creek 
Copernicus Junior High School 
Cranbrook—17 votes 
Michigan State College at Lansing 
Lake Orion School at Lake Orion 
Roosevelt High School 
Schools by Eberle Smith 
University of Michigan Union Build- 
ing addition 
University of Michigan Student Pub- 
lications Building 
University of Michigan Administra- 
tion Buildings 
Wayne University new buildings—3 
votes 
Western Michigan College of Educa- 
tion 
INDUSTRIAL 
Ford Motor Company 
" votes 
Ford Museum 
Ford Rotunda 
Willow Run 
RELIGIOUS 
Duns Scotis Monastary 
Kanley Memorial Chapel, Kalamazoo 
Sacred Heart Seminary 
St. Aloysius Church—2 votes 
St. Anthony Shrine 
St. James Roman Catholic 
St. Paul's Episcopal—2 votes 
MISCELLANEOUS 
Ambassador Bridge 
unnel 


Rouge Plant— 


2 votes 


armel Mercy Hospital 

Parducci Sculpture Studio 

Veteran's Memorial—9 votes 

Woods Theatre 

Historical 

COMMERCIAL 

City Hall 

Majestic Building 

Wayne County Buildings—2 votes 
DOMESTIC 

Croswell residence at Adrian 

Judge Samuel Dexter residence at 

Dexter 

EDUCATIONAL 

Mackinac Island 

Old Museum on East Jefferson Ave. 
RELIGIOUS (Churches) 

Fort Street Presbyterian 

Mariner's 

Metropolitan Methodist 

Sts. Peter & Paul Jesuit 

St. Anne's 
MISCELLANEOUS 

Fort Wayne 

Greenfield Village—10 votes 


WANTED — Experienced Architectural Drafts- 

men. Excellent opportunity for continuous 
surroundings for 
several experienced draftsmen.—Roger Allen 
& Associates, 1126 Grand Rapids National 
Bank Bldg., Grand Rapids 2, Mich., Telephone 
8-0317. 


employment in pleasant 


WANTED-— Three Architectural men and One 
Mechanical. Have steady positions waiting for 
men experienced in church, school and in- 
stitutional work. Pleasant working conditions. 
High salary. Please call for appointment.— 
George F. Diehl, Architect, Gerald G. Diehl, 
Associate, WO. 5-1872. 


WANTED — Senior Architectural Draftsman. 
Bloomfield Hills, 
Mich. or phone Midwest 4-2440 between 8 
A.M. and 5 P.M. 


"O. W. BURKE (O. ' 


LU 
GENERAL CONTRACTOR 


Write Swanson Associates, 


FISHER BUILDING 


TR. 5-0310 Detroit, Mich. 


-— MUMMA BROS., INC. 


PAINTING CONTRACTORS 


16623 Wyoming Avenue Detroit 21, Mich 


48182 


JOHN H. FREEMAN 


FINISH HARDWARE 
Architects Bldg. — Detroit 1 


Phone 
TEmple 1-6760 


Q 


Pese 


Members American Society Architectural 
Hardware Consultants 


Pollo 


Underwriters Laboratories 
Inspeeted, Fire Resistive 


VAULT DOORS 


Built to S.M.N.A. Spec. 
SAFES MONEY CHESTS and 


BANK VAULTS | 
| Diebold | 
| INCORPORATED |j 
1 4105 CASS AVE. DETROIT 1 | 

TEmple 3-4477 H 


GENERAL 
TRinity 5-7625 


STEVENS HEATING & VENTILATING, INC. 
SPECIALIZING IN BASEBOARDS) AND FANE HEA FOR FINER HOMES 


EQUIPMENT 
Lincoln 3-2752 
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COLORFUL OHIO SHALE BRICK 
For Residential and Commercial Building 
14183 Wyoming HO. 2384 Detroit 


UNiversity 2-3413 


Darin & Armstrong, Inc. 


GENERAL CONTRACTORS 
2041 FENKELL AVENUE DETROIT 


Dd af Distinction 
Thomas Brick & Tile Co. 


WAYNE MOHR, Mgr 
14360 Livernois (4) TOw d 81354 


Koenig Coal & Supply Co. 
CERTIFIED CONCRETE 


Concrete — Fuel Oil — Coal 
Main Office: 1486 Gratiot Ave. WO. 1-1584 


Walter L. Couse & Co. 
-GENERAL BUILDERS 


12740 Lyndon Ave. VE. 8-0660—1-2-3 
DETROIT 27, MICHIGAN 


— LUMBER DEALERS — 
WM. F. BACK LUMBER CO. — WA. 1-9460 
St. Jean Avenue 


BRAUN LUMBER CO. 


DETROIT LUMBER CO. 
paul W. J 


TA. 5-5438 
, Detroit 16 


30 


4 
F. M. SIBLEY LUMBER CO. — LO. 7. 7-5100 
6460. Kercheval Avenue 


HARRIGAN 


AND 


REID CO. 


HEATING & PLUMBING 
ENGINEERS 


SUMMER AND WINTER 
AIR. CONDITIONING 


SHEET METAL WORK 


Phone: 
WOodward 1-0243 
1365 BAGLEY AVENUE 
Detroit 26, Mich. 


ACOUSTICAL FURRING 
A discussion has arisen regarding the 
installation of Metal Suspension for 
Acoustical Ceilings, as to whether it 
should be specified under the Plastering 
Contractor or the Acoustical Contractor. 
We of the Acoustical business strong- 
ly believe that it should be installed 
under the Acoustical Specifications for 
the following reasons: 
QUALITY—Lathing for plastering 
can permit large tolerances as the plast- 
er takes up the error. Acoustical lathing 
must be exact and level. The Acoustical 
Contractor insures the proper base for 
his tile by using Lathing Sub-Contrac- 
tors specializing in this work, who 
know the specific requirements of the 
special suspension systems in use. 

RESPONSIBILITY — Split responsi- 
bility is costly and should be avoided. 
If the Acoustical Contractor does a com- 
plete job, he alone is responsible for the 
finished job. Experience shows less than 
3% of all acoustical work has plaster 
borders where the work adjoins. Proper 
detailing solves this simple problem. 

COST—AI] lathers act under a sub- 
contract and enjoy one standard wage 
rate. However, the cost for suspension 
may be lower if done by the Acoustical 
Contractor, because: 

1. The Acoustical Lathing Con- 
tractors are more skilled in 
application of Acoustical Sus- 
pension Systems. 

The Acoustical Contractors 
buy suspension parts in quant- 
ity. 

3. One scaffold usually suffices 
for the lather and the tile 
erectors. 

For a true picture of relative costs, 
the Acoustical Contractors and Plaste 
ing Contractor should each figure his 
own work on a completely competitive 
basis. 

TIME—Lack of coordination between 
trades causes costly delays. The Acoust- 
ical Contractor knows just how to adapt 
his modular ceilings to receive light 
troffers, ducts, grilles, etc., and can 
then avoid many troubles which would 
occur with a split responsibility for his 
work. 

Our combined experience over many 
years involving thousands of jobs has 
proven we can do the best job when 
we control our work. 

At this time, we also wish to express 
our appreciation for the ever increasing 
acceptance of our products which has 
contributed to the steady growth of the 
industry. 

Yours very. truly, 

Detroit Acoustical Contracting Co. 

Johns-Manville Sales Corporation 
R. E. Leggette Company 

The Nichols Company 
Turner-Brooks, In 
—— Á 
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š John A. Mercier Brick Co. 
š "MERCRETE'" 

5 SLAG BLOCK SLAG BRICK 

: QUALITY FACE BRICK 

‘ 2885 Roulo Ave., Dearborn VI. 1-0761 
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ALWINTITE 


ALUMINUM WINDOWS 
give you all 
these features! 


SMART, TRIM APPEARANCE — 


that adds beauty and charm to any 
room. 


ALWAYS EASY TO OPEN — 

they cannot warp, swell or stick. No 
tugging or pulling. 

NO PAINTING OR UPKEEP — 


saves you money year after year. 
They can't rust or rot. 


BUILT-IN WEATHERSTRIPPING — 
keeps cut cold drafts—saves fuel. 


e NARROW FRAMES — 


let in more sunshine to brighten your 
rooms. 


* NO WEIGHTS, PULLEYS or CORDS 


to get out of order or replace. 


e INCREASES VALUE OF HOUSE — 


Keeps your house up-to-date and 
readily salable. 


* ALL EXTRUDED ALUMINUM — 


made by the 
General Bronze Corp. 


DOUBLE HUNG WINDOWS 
. 


STORM SASH, SCREENS 


HORIZONTAL SLIDING SASH 


distributed by the 


aluminum window div. 
of 
STANDARD BUILDING 
PRODUCTS CO. 


14200 CLOVERDALE 
Detroit 4 


WE 3-2618 


Four 
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GEO. H. MIEHLS, President of Al- 
bert Kahn Associated Architects and 
Engineers, is back at his desk after a 
six-weeks tour of Europe, during which 
time he and Mrs. Miehls visited France, 
Italy, Switzerland and England. Mr 
Miehls reports his enjoyment and ap- 
preciation of the hospitality of the vari- 
ous places visited and the friendship of 
the people but to him the view of the 
Statue of Liberty was most delightful 
because here in fact was home 


De ES ae ses it 
i HEINEMAN & LOVETT (0. | 
H WATERPROOFING CONTRACTORS H 
H IRON-BOND SYSTEM H 
15327 Tireman Ave., Detroit 4 TY. 8-125}! 


VErmont 8-3200 
9143 Hubbell 
Detroit 28 


HANLEY COMPANY 


E. F. ZERGA, Manager 
Face Brick Unglazed Facing Tile 
Glazed Brick Glazed Facing Fa 
Acid Brick Quarry Tile 
Floor Bric! 
14545 Schaefer Hy. VE. 7-3200 Detroit 27 


aa” 


Je B. STEVENS INCORPORATED 


FACE BRICK, GLAZED BRICK, GLAZED AND 
UNGLAZED TILE. FLOOR TILE—ANTI-HYDRO 
For Hardening and Waterproofing Concrete 


1800-18th St. at Vernor iiwy. TA. 5-0725 
uuu uuu uuu Pu uua mutua tutt tes 


nr WERS 
rp. sion co. 


AVE: 


NEON 


$ WAMITO 
DETR or 2, 


PORCELAIN * STAINLESS - “ALUMINUM 


Viking Sprinkler Company 
Fire Protection Engineers & Contractors 
AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER SYSTEMS 
Also a Complete Line of Pre-Action Devices 
TE. 1-9604 Detroit 1 


VIRGINIA SNYDER 
I] McLEAN AVE. 


HIGHLANB PARK 3 
TOwnsend 6-6000 


HAROLD H. FISHER, A.LA., of De- 
troit, was speaker at the Great Lakes 
Regional Conference of the Illuminating 
Engineering Society in Buffalo, N. Y., 
May 22-23. Featured was an exhibition 
of student work. The problem: a down- 
town building as combination head- 
quarters for A.LA. and LE.S., in Cleve- 
land. The Cleveland Chapter, A.I.A. had 
joined with the Cleveland LES. in 
sponsoring the competition. 


ERNEST WILBY, F.A.LA., of Wind- 
sor, Ont, has been made a Member 
Emeritus of The American Institute of 
Architects and its Detroit Chapter. 


GEORGE S. KI SLEY, A.LA, a 
member of the Detroit Chapter, former- 
ly of Douglas, Mich, has moved to 
Florida, where his address is 1611 
Plunkett St, Hollywood, Fla. 


KENNETH C. BLACK, ALA., of 
Lansing, was the speaker before the re- 
cent meeting of the Friends of the Li- 
brary in East Lansing. His subject was 
"Modern Library Needs" in which he 
outlined the possibilities for increasing 
i ; facilit in East Lansing. Mr. 
s firm, Lee Black and Kenneth C 

k, is architect for the East Lansing 
Civic Center. 


ROBERT C. GAEDE, of Cleveland, 
Ohio, is the winner of the George G. 
Booth Traveling Fellowship Competi- 
tion, for 1950, at the College of Archi- 
tecture and Design, University of Mich- 
igan, it is announced by Wells I. Ben- 
nett, Dean of the College. Mr. Gaede 
plans to travel and study in European 
countries. 


R. D. THAYER COMPANY 


WATERPROOFING ENGINEERS 
AND CONTRACTORS 


2701 Joy Road — DETROIT (6) — TYler 6-9626 
842 Hall St., $.E.—GRAND RAPIDS (7)—Ph. 5-5180 


STERLING i 
STRUCTURAL STEEL CO. | 


Structural & Miscellaneous Iron Work 


H 
12700 Lyndon at Meyers Rd. i 


Detroit 27 VE. 8-0230 | 


Delroif Fuel & Supply (o. 


Complete Builders' Supplies & Lumber 
Producers of Concrete & Cinder Blocks 


5625 East Davison Ave. Detroit 12, 
TW. 1-8400 


Brave 


Women who have lived in several 
different hou even though these 
houses are the same size, will tell you 


one is much more difficult to do house- 
keeping in than another. 

Usually this is the architect’s fault. 
Too many male architects overlook the 
idea of planning a house that will be 
easy for a home manager to handle. 

All male architects should take a 
course in housekeeping. 

After that they should do some house- 
keeping. Then they will be in a position 
to plan houses that will make house- 
wives happy. 


"OVER ES YEARS'' 


Robert Hutton & Co., Inc. 


ROOFING and SHEET MEFAL 


CONTRACTORS 
(82 FORT ST.. E. WO. 2-1073 


H. H. DICKINSON CO. 


COMPLETE BUILDERS SUPPLIES 
Armored Concrete Curbing 
Master Builders Products 
HEATILATORS - ASPHALTS 
5785 Hamilton Avenue TRinity 5-4950 


1Ownsend 8.668! TOwnsend 8-6540 


MAURICE V. ROGERS (0. 


GENERAL CONSTRUCTION 


£29 Collingwood Ave. Detroit 2, Michigan 


Specify 


CHEM 


THE ALL PURPOSE BRICK 
Manufactured by 


DETROIT BRICK & BLOCK co. 
Foot of St. Jean VA. 2-4879 


df You get MORE 
for yur MONEY 


when you buy 


Plastoid 


* Strict Laboratory Supervision 
* Real Imported Cliffstone Whiting 
* Greater Percentage Linseed Oil 


—————— qi 


* Over a Quarter-Century of 
Dependoble Service 


For Aluminum Sash Glazing: 


PLASTI-GLAZE TYPE C 


ORDER FROM YOUR GLASS JOB 


u nme 
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MASSACHUSETTS FAIR-BIDDING PROCEDURE 


By FRED WILLIAMS, Chairman Legislative Committee 
Heating, Piping and Air Conditioning Contractors National Association 


For many years efforts have been made to obtain the separating and awarding of contracts for the three 
mechanical trades as separate contracts in cases involving public work. 
Our National Association has always stood firmly for this principle and, together with the national associa- 
tions of the other mechanical trades, contends that it should apply to Federal work as well as to all state and 


municipal work. 

Every open-minded person must ad- 
mit that the separation of the three 
mechanical contracts from the general 
contract is fair, equitable and econom- 
ical whether considered from the view- 
point of the general contractor, the sub- 
contractor or the public. 

Seven State Laws 

In spite of this, however, only seven 
states have succeeded in having laws 
placed upon their statute books which 
make mandatory the awarding of sep- 
arate contracts on public work. The 
states now having such legislation are 
Arkansas, Louisiana, New Jersey, New 
York, North Carolina, Ohio and Penn- 
sylvania. This means that in most of 
the other states and in Federal work 
the mechanical trades are given little 
or no protection and are left to the 
mercy of those general contractors who 
practice the so-called “shopping” pro- 
cedure. 

Fair Bidding Procedure 

Here in Massachusetts, while we have 
never been able to obtain the actual sep- 
aration of contracts, we have a statute 
which sets forth a fair bidding proced- 
ure which must be strictly adhered to 
in all cases involving public work. This 
statute, commonly known as Chapter 
480, was enacted in 1939 and may be 
found incorporated into and amending 
Chapter 149 of our General Laws. 

The provisions of Chapter 480, which 
we will call the “Massachusetts Plan,” 
while not as drastic as those to be 
found in statutes calling for the com- 


plete separation of contracts, are such 
as to give protection to sub-bidders, 
fairness and uniformity to bidding pro- 
cedure and regulations under which we 
have operated for many years. The 
majority of the sub-contractors feel 
that this plan has operated successfully 
and that the mechanical trades have 
benefited because of its having been 
placed upon our statute books. 

In many states the possibility of hav- 
ing the principles of separate contracts 
enacted into law is so remote that the 
milder but equally satisfactory prin- 
ciples of the “Massachusetts Plan” 
might be offered as a substitute, with 
fair hopes of being adopted. 

I appreciate that there is nothing 
more tiresome to the average person 
than a dissertation on the law, it seems 
so mysterious and its terms so confus- 
ing that a proper interpretation seems 
almost impossible. There is nothing 
mysterious or confusing about the 
“Massachusetts Plan,” it sets forth in 
clear, definite terms the procedure 
which each and every contractor must 
follow in order to be eligible to obtain 
a contract for public work. I feel that 
you will be hearing a great deal about 
the “Massachusetts Plan” in the near 
future and, for this reason, should be 
familiar with its principles. I shall at- 
tempt, therefore, to give you a short 
analysis of it, refraining from legal 
phraseology as far as possible. 

Legislative Developments 
At the present time an attempt is be- 


ing made to amend the “Massachusetts 
Plan.” At the last session of the legis- 
lature a bill was introduced, the pur- 
pose of which is to change many of the 
features of the present law. This bill 
failed of passage last year, was refer- 
red to a recess commission which held 
a public hearing on December 6th, and 
will probably be presented to the 1950 
session of the legislature in an amend- 
ed form. In discussing the various 
phases of the “Massachusetts Plan” I 
shall refer to the amendments proposed 
in this bill so that you may have an idea 
of the changes which will take place 
should the bill become law. 
Present Provisions 

The ‘Massachusetts Plan," by the 
wording of its title, clearly states that 
its provisions shall apply to every con- 
tract for the construction, reconstruc- 
tion, alteration, remodeling or repair 
of any public building by the Common- 
wealth, or by any county, city, town, 
district, board, commission or other 
public body. The present law applies to 
all work, the estimated cost of which 
exceeds $5000 in the case of the Com- 
monwealth or $1000 in the case of the 
others. The bill now pending before 


WANTED — Experienced Architectural Drafts- 
men. Excellent opportunity for continuous 
employment in pleasant surroundings for 
several experienced draftsmen.—Roger Allen 
& Associates, 1126 Grand Rapids National 
Bank Bldg., Grand Rapids 2, Mich., Telephone 
8-0317, 
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the legislature seeks to increase these 
figures to $10,000 in the case of the 
Commonwealth and $5,000 in the case 
of the others. 

The law further specifies that the con- 
tract shall be awarded on the basis of 
competitive bids to the lowest respons- 
ible and eligible bidder. The law pro- 
ceeds to prevent any misinterpretation 
of the terms “lowest responsible and 
eligible bidder” by stating that he is the 
“lowest bidder possessing the skill, abil- 
ity and integrity necessary to a faith- 
ful performance of the work.” This par- 
ticular provision of the law is frequent- 
ly invoked when an irresponsible sub- 
bidder, with neither proper training nor 
sufficient experience and without ade- 
quate financial standing, seeks to ob- 
tain a job at a ridiculously low figure. 

As is the usual procedure, each bid 
must be accompanied by cash or a cer- 
tified check in the amount of 3% of the 
value of the proposed work, but in no 
event less than $100 nor more than 
$50,000. 

The award of any contract shall be 
made within thirty days after the op- 
ening of the bids therefore, or, if govern- 
mental approval is required within 
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GENERAL CONTRACTORS 
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thirty days after such approval. When 
the contract has been executed and de- 
livered, all bid deposits are returned 
to the bidders. However, if the success- 
ful bidder fails to execute the contract 
within ten days after notice, the amount 
of money he deposited with his bid 
shall become the property of the award- 
ing authority, as liquidated damages. 

General Contractor Requirements 

For the sake of uniformity all general 
contractors bidding on the project are 
required by the statute to file the same 
form of bid. The general contractor 
must file a bid fór the complete proj- 
ect as specified and he must also include 
the names of all the principals and 
such minor subcontractors as are des- 
ignated in the proposal form. To accom- 
plish this result, each bid must be di- 
vided into two items: 

Item 1, covering all the work of the 
general contractor, being all the work 
not covered in item 2. 

Item 2, covering the balance of the 
work, being all work by sub-contractors 
listed therein. 

The present law refers to “principal 
sub-contractors" without specifying 
what constitutes a principal sub-con- 
tractor. In the proposed law it refers to 
“major sub-contractors” and clearly 
specifies those who shall be considered: 
plumbing; heating and sheet metal; 
electrical: plastering; roofing, and 
painting.” 

Up to this point the statute deals with 
the requirements up to which the gen- 
eral contractor must live, now it pro- 
ceeds to specify the procedure which 
the sub-contractors must follow in ord- 
er to comply with the law. 

Sub-Contractor Requirements 

Each sub-contractor is required to 
deliver or mail to the awarding author- 
ity a copy of the bids which they are 
submitting to any or all the general 
contractors who are bidding on the 
project. These copies must be delivered 
to the awarding authority by 12:00 noon 
at least two days before the date of re- 
ceipt of the general contract bids. This 
procedure is most beneficial for the 
sub-contractors because no change can 
be made in the figures submitted by 
any sub-contractor after delivery to the 
awarding authority. The amount of any 
sub-contractor’s bid cannot be exposed 
by the awarding authority because, 
while the sealed bids remain in the cus- 
tody of the awarding authority, he is not 
permitted to open them until after the 
general contract has been awarded. 

In order that the general contractors 
may know what sub-contractors have 
filed bids with the awarding authority, 
a list of those filing is mailed on the 
day of filing to each general contractor 
who is bidding on the project. This is 
a protection for the sub-contractors for 
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no sub-contractor whose name does not 
appear on this list can be used by a 
general contractor. However, these sub- 
contractors are given the privilege of 
specifying what particular general con- 
ctors are to be permitted to use their 
ures. This accomplished by an en- 
dorsement which appears on exterior 
of the envelope containing the bid and 
which reads as follows: 

“The above proposal is being sent 

to the following general contrac- 

tors:— 


This proposal may not be used by 
any other general contractor 
without the consent of the under- 
signed.” 

In case the sub-contractor is willing 
that his bid be used by any of the gen- 
eral contractors bidding on the project 
he makes no specific endorsement, thus 
making his bid available to any con- 
tractor desiring to use it. 

Submittal of Bids 

The statute demands uniformity in 
the method of submitting bids by 
contractors. The sealed envelope con- 
taining the bid must contain on its ex- 
See BIDDING, Page 6 


WATERPROOFING CONTRACTORS 
IRON-BOND SYSTEM 


| sar Tireman Ave., Detroit 4 


F. H. MARTIN 
CONSTRUCTION CO. 


WOodward 1-4890 
955 E. Jefferson Ave. Detroit, Michigan’ 


aaa, 


TY. 6-1225, 


H 


iz. 


FREDERIC B. STEVENS INCORPORATED 


FACE BRICK, GLAZED BRICK, GLAZED AND 
UNGLAZED TILE, FLOOR TILE—ANTI-HYDRO 
For Hardening and Waterproofing Concrete 
1800-18th St. at Vernor Hwy. TA. 5.0725 


mutata ate a atu tutu 


d You get MORE 
for your MONEY 


when you buy 


Plastoid 


* Strict Laboratory Supervision 

* Real Imported Cliffstone Whiting 

* Greater Percentage Linseed Oil 

* Over a Quarter-Century of 
Dependable Service 


————— 


LPP pai ESBABRURARRR ZRRE 


For Aluminum Sash Glozing: 


PLASTI-GLAZE TYPE C . 


ORDER FROM YOUR GLASS JOBBER | 


€——À 


T BE 


BRIGHTMOOR 


The Brightmoor Tabernacle, founded 
in 1925, recently completed its new edi- 
fice at 22420 Fenkell Avenue, Detroit, 
Michigan. 

The entrance doors on each side of 
the central tower lead into a large 
lobby. The space inclosed by the tower 
walls ji s a room for the display 
and d bution of church literature. By 
separating the entrances the movement 
of people through the lobby was greatly 
facilitated. To the right of the lobby 
are the women’s cloak room, toilet room 
and nursery or “bawl room” as one of 
the members of the building commit- 
tee suggested calling it. To the left of 


the lobby are the men’s cloak 


and toilet room. 

The auditorium seats 1000 persons. 
The services are long so theater seats 
were used in place of pews. The plat- 
form is large enough to accommodate 
several speakers, two grand pianos and 
an organ. Directly in front of the plat- 
form there is space for an orchestra 
of 20 pieces. Back of the platform there 
are seats for a choir of 85 persons. Back 
of the choir, at the center of the plat- 
form, is the baptismal pool. Baptism is 
by immersion and a ramp leads to men’s 
and women’s dressing rooms on either 
side. During the baptismal ceremonies 


room 


TABERNACLE 


BY 
VINER 
ARMAS 

RANTANEN 
A.l.A 


a pump circulates the water creating 
a water fall and colored lights create 
a dramatic effect. 

The acoustics of the auditorium pre- 
sented a problem with voice to be heard 
from the platform and also from any 
part of the auditorium during testimon- 
ial services, choir music, organ, piano 
and orchestra music. Provision was also 
made for the regular radio broadcasts 
Correction for acoustics was made by 
using acoustical plaster on the ceiling 
and back wall; the east wall was built 
saw tooth shape; the ceiling is flat but 
the floor slopes down from the lobby 
a distance of two thirds the length of 
the auditorium and then up toward the 
platform. This dip in the floor also 
greatly improved the sight lines. Tone 
chambers for the organ are provided 
in the second floor on each side of the 
platform. 

Modern-fold curtains were installed 
between the auditorium and a twenty 
foot side aisle, on the west side of the 
auditorium. The side aisle is used for 
overflow crowds and Sunday school 
classes and will accommodate 300 per- 
sons seated on movable chairs. Directly 
in back of the side aisle is a prayer 


room which will accommodate 150 
persons. 

On the first floor to the right of the 
platform are the church offices. Above 
the church offices on the second floor 
is an apartment for visiting evangelists. 
The radio control room is located on 
the second floor with a window on the 
platform side. 
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SRAL CONTRACTORS 
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A public address system was installed 
but is seldom used, except for the 
speaker in the nurser 


ent lighting was 


In general, fluores 
use. 
The furnace and mechanical equip- 
ment are located in the basement below 
the platform. A split system of heating 
was designed for the building but in 
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order to cut costs a forced v 
system was installed. 

A unique system of structu 
port was employed for the r« 
steel trusses ten feet on cent 
the auditorium at the center | 
span steel joists are supported 
bottom chords of the trusses. T 
between the trusses is used 
warm air ducts. This also el 
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BIDDING, from Page 2 

terior certain information consisting of 
the name and location of the project, 
the closing date for the bids, and a list 
of the sub-contractors whom he is in- 
cluding in his bid, if the portion of the 
work they are bidding on involves la- 
bor and materials. In order that this 
uniformity may be strictly adhered to, 
it is expressly stipulated in the statute 
no sub-bid shall be considered un- 
l it has been filed with the awarding 
authority in accordance with the above 
requirements. 

After the awarding authority has se- 
lected the general contractor, the sub- 
bids are opened and examined. It is at 
this point that the awarding authority 
determines if the sub-bidders who have 
been named by the successful general 
contractor poss “the skill, integrity 
and ability necessary to the faithful 
performance of the work." In order to 
aid the awarding authority in determin- 
ing if his qualifications are satisfactory, 
the sub-bidders proposal must carry the 
answers to the following questions 
which appear on the said proposal: 

1. Have been in business under 
present business name year 
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2. Ever fail to complete any work 
awarded? 
3. List one or more recent build- 
ings with names of general con- 
tractor and architect on which 
you served as sub-contractor for 
work of similar character as re- 
quired for the above named 
building. 

Building Contractor 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

Architect Contract 

Amount Your Contract 

4, Bank reference. 

If it is found that the sub-bidders 
qualify under the statute and that they 
execute the contract and file the neces- 
sary bonds, there are no further re- 
quirements with the exception of sat- 
isfactory performance and completion of 
the work 

If, however, the sub-contractor nam- 
ed by the general contractor is deemed 
to be unsatisfactory or he fails to sign 
his contract within a specified time, 
then the law specifies the steps which 
shall be taken by the awarding author- 
ity. 

If the named sub-contractor is re- 
jected, and it is decided to consider 
sub-contractors other than those nam- 
ed by the general contractor in his pro- 
posal, the awarding authority and the 
general contractor get together and 
consider those on the list who have 
filed, choosing one who is agreeable to 
both parties. But here again the law 
steps in to protect sub-contractors. It 
specifically states that if the general 
contractors figure for the entire job, 
with the new sub-contractor's figure 
substituted for the one rejected, is no 
longer the low bid, then he is no longer 
qualified to receive the award and an- 
other general contractor is selected, 
and his proposal is examined in the same 
manner. Any re-adjustment of the gen- 
eral contractor's figure as contained in 
his proposal must be considered in con- 
junction with the other general con- 
tractor's proposals submitted to determ- 
ine if he is still the low bidder. 

The sub-contractor selected must 
sign the sub-contract within ten days 
after notice of his selection or the 
awarding authority can keep, as liqui- 
dated damages, the money deposited 
by him with his bid and, together with 
the general contractor, shall select from 
the sub-bidders who have conformed 
with the bidding procedure the next 
lowest bidder at the amount named in 
such sub-bid, and the total contract 
price shall be revised, as I have stated 
before, in accordance with the change 
in the figures as submitted. 

It often happens that the successful 
general contractor performs with his 
own employees some trade or sub-trade 


which is listed in item 2 of his proposal, 
and he intends to do such work on the 
particular project with his own em- 
ployees. This, of course, is his privilege, 
but the statute requires him to follow 
the procedure laid down for all sub- 
contractors and he must submit his 
name and the amount for such work in 
his proposal for the general work, un- 
der item 2. 

A general contractor may offer his 
services as a sub-contractor to any of 
the other general contractors bidding 
on the project but his proposal must 
comply with the regulations for all 
regular sub-contractors. His proposal 
will then be considered together with 
the other filed sub-bids. Such a bid on 
the part of one general contractor to 
another always receives the closest 
scrutiny from the awarding authority. 
It is the general practice that such a 
proposal will not be considered unless 
the general contractor can show to the 
satistaction of the awarding authority 
that he does customarily perform such 
work and is qualified to do the charac 
ter of work required by the specifica- 
tions. 

As I promised in the early part of 
this article, I have attempted to de- 
Scribe as simply às possible the opera- 
tion of the so called "Massachusetts 
Plan" and to set forth the procedure 
which it has set down and to which 
it demands that the general contractors 
and the sub-contractors must adhere. 

We sub-contractors here in Massa- 
chusetts do not claim that the statute 
is perfect in its operations but the ma- 
jority do feel that we have been af- 
forded a great deal of protection by 
its terms. 

It is evident that the authors of this 
statute intended to be fair to every- 
body concerned and to give full protec- 
tion to both general contractor and sub- 
contractor. This, I believe you will 
agree after having read this article, has 
been accomplished. 

While I do not advocate the adoption 
of the so-called “Massachusetts Plan” 
in its entirety, I do feel that it contains 
many exceptionally fine provisions 
which can be easily justified and which, 
if properly presented, might be adopted 
in those states in which the direct sep- 
aration of contracts is frowned upon. 
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BALDWIN MEMORIAL 
ARCHIVES OF THE A.l.A. 
NAME 

Branson Van Leer Gamber of Detroit, 
Michigan. 
BORN 

August 19, 
Pennsylvania. 
DIED 

October 12, 1949 at Detroit, Michigan, 
PARENTS 

Branson Van Leer Gamber and Marg- 
aret O'Brien Gamber. 
MARRIED 

Gula B. McElwee on July 20, 1915 
(Divorced 1936). 
CHILDREN 

Gula Margaret (Mrs, Frances J. Zah- 
er) Branson Van Leer III (deceased). 
EDUCATION 

Brown College Preparatory School 
and Drexel Institute of Art and Science, 
both in Philadelphia; continued studies 
through B.LA.D.; head of Detroit Atel- 
ier (later Atelier Derrick); awarded 
Honorary Master of Science in Engi- 
neering, Detroit Institute of Technology, 
1941. 
TRAINING AND PRACTICE AS 
PRINCIPAL 

1907-22. Draftsman, designer and 
chief draftsman, Day & Klauder, Phila- 
delphia; one year in Toronto; came to 
Detroit in 1919 and was employed by 
Albert Kahn, Donaldson & Meier, 
George D. Mason, Robert O. Derrick. 

1922-49. After registration as an 
architect in Michigan on January 11, 
1922, he became associated with Robert 
O. Derrick, A.LA. was admitted to 
partnership (Derrick & Gamber) in 
1935. In 1945 William H. Odell was ad- 
mitted to the firm. The excellence of 
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his design, his thorough manner and at- 
tention to detail led to the firm's do- 
ing much creditable work, in a wide 
range of projects, both large and small. 
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 
AND SERVICE 

His natural bent for leadership in 
architectural organization and his de- 
sire to help the young men was- soon 
discovered when he became a member 
of the Detroit Atelier, B.LA.D. and 


head of its successor, Atelier Derrick. 


He became a member of The A.LA. in 
1926, served in various offices of its 
Detroit Chapter, including president 
for three terms. He was also President 
of the Michigan Society of Architects, 
Chairman of The Institute's Committee 
on Unification, State Association Direc- 
tor, and member of the National Archi- 
tectural Accrediting Board. He was 
made a Fellow of The Institute in 1944. 
Also member of The Engineering Soci- 
ety of Detroit, Michigan Engineering 
Society. 
OTHER AFFILIATIONS 

Catholic; member Alger Post, Amer- 
ican Legion; Detroit Board of Com- 
merce, Detroit Historical Society, 
Founders’ Society of The Detroit In- 
stitute of Arts, Detroit Athletic Club. 
PUBLIC SERVICE 

Detroit’s Mayor Jeffries appointed 
him a member of the Detroit City Plan 
Commission, and of the Detroit Hous- 
ing Commission, of which he was vice- 
chairman. He was appointed Michigan 
Director of the Historic American 
Buildings Survey and later became Reg- 
ional Director. For five years he direct- 
ed the work of the Civic Design Group 
of Metropolitan Detroit, a voluntary 
membership of 50 architects, who made 
studies to solve Detroit’s planning prob- 
lems. Attended U. S. Army Infantry 
Officers Training Camp, 1918. 
PUBLISHED MATERIAL 

Branson Gamber’s thoroughness and 
his ability to express himself in a clear 
and concise manner, resulted in many 
of his articles being published in the 
professional press. During his term of 
office as President of the Michigan So- 
ciety of Architects, his comprehensive 
series of articles on “What is the Mich- 
igan Society of Architects Doing?” did 
much to increase membership in the 
Society, to make it one of the strongest 
in the country. It was during his term 
as State Association Director of The 
Institute that the job of unification was 
completed. 
GENERAL BACKGROUND 

A letter from the Octagon (January 
23, 1950) enclosing the record of Frank 
Conger Baldwin as a guide stated, “We 
feel it would be most fitting that the 
first summation of this nature by the 
Detroit Chapter should commemorate 


the life of your late, very distinguished 
member, Branson V. Gamber, F.A.LA." 
orous effort to advance the ideals of The 
Institute in 1926, his citation read, *Ad- 
mitted to The Institute in 1926. A prom- 
inent practitioner of proved ability in 
executing large commissions, both pub- 
lic and private, he has been advanced 
to Fellowship in The American Institute 
of Architects for his efficient, intelli- 
gent and enthusiastic leadership in In- 
stitute affairs, and his constant and vig- 
orous effort to advance the ideals of The 
Institute, and his contribution to city 
planning for the city of Detroit." 

Of his seeming unlimited capacity for 
concentration and thoroughness, his 
partner of long standing, Robert O. 
Derrick, said, “I leaned on him for so 
much for so long, for the answer to so 
many questions, it seemed to me that 
he knew everything." 

Branson Gamber was especially fond 
of the office of Day & Klauder, where 
he gained his early experience. He ad- 
mired its work and he loved the men 
behind it. 

Of a jovial good nature, he made 
many friends throughout the country. 
He had a good voice, which he often 
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joined with others, to the enjoyment of 
informal gatherings. 

For years he sang in his church choir. 

Following his death this letter was 
circulated among a little group of archi- 
tects: 

“It was with deep regret that I 
read in The A.LA. Journal for De- 
cember of the death of Branson V. 
Gamber, F.A.LA. 

“Well do I recall how outstanding 
he was among the 'Vagabonds' dur- 
ing their European Tour in 1928. He 
was level-headed, diplomatie and en- 
tertaining; taking sides with neither 
the Yanks nor Rebels. 

*During subsequent years I observ- 
ed his progress and had the privilege 
of seeing him quite a few times. Es- 
pecially do I remember him at A.LA. 
Conventions at Williamsburg in 1936, 
Miami Beach in 1946, Grand Rapids 
in 1947, Salt Lake City in 1948, and 
this last Spring in Houston. 

“It was a pleasure to see his ris 
to prominence in his profession; be- 
coming an outstanding Detroit Archi- 
tect; President of the Michigan So- 
ciety of Architects; a Fellow of The 
Institute; a member of important 
committees in The A.LA.; and num- 
erous other affiliations. 

“Will you now, at th 


moment, bow 
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your head in prayerful thought of this 
fine fellow architect and gentleman 
who h now passed into the great 
beyond 
PRINCIPAL COMMISSIONS 

Some of the buildings of which Der- 
rick & Gamber were architects: 

Detroit Federal Building and Post Of- 
fice; Recreation Building and Ford Mu- 
seum at Greenfield Village; Charles 
Godwin Jennings Hospital; River Ter- 
race, Hibbard, and Heather Hall Apart- 
ment buildings; Detroit Garages, Inc.; 
Pierce School in Grosse Pointe and ad- 
dition to Grosse Pointe High School. 

Compiled by Talmage C. Hughes, 
April 28, 1950. 


WESTERN MICHIGAN CHAPTER 

The Western Michigan Chapter, 
A.LA. held its May meeting in Mus- 
kegon on Wednesday, May 23. Dinner 
at the Century Club was preceded by 
a visit to the new B. C. Cobb Power 
Plant. Chris Steketee, of Grand Rapids, 
Chapter President, presided at the din- 
ner meeting, at which Elmer Manson, 
of Lansing, gave a report on the recent 
Institute Convention in Washington, 
D. C. 

In charge of arrangements for the 
inspection of the power plant was Ray- 
mond Withey of Consumers Power 
Company and Carl Kressbach of Jack- 
son, architect for the building. 


JOHN COBURN 

John S. Coburn, architectural pho- 
tographer, of 2033 Park Avenue, De- 
troit, died suddenly of a heart attack, 
while walking near his office on the 
evening of June 19. At this writing, lit- 
tle else is known as to the details of his 
untimely passing. 

John was well and most favorably 
known among the architects of Mich- 
igan, having served many of them for 
a number of years. He was a most like- 
able person, capable and conscientious. 
His work ranked with the best, as he 
had a keen sense of composition and was 
able to obtain results that placed him 
in the forefront of architectural pho- 
tographers of the nation. 

He had long served the Weekly Bul- 
letin, the Detroit Chapter, A.LA. and 
the Michigan Society of Architects. He 
regularly attended their meetings and 
took photographs for publication and 
to serve as a running account of our or- 
ganizational activities. 

We shall miss John, his pleasant 
smile, his eagerness to please and the 
contributions to our profession. 


LEON SNYDER, JR. A.LA. an- 
nounces the removal of his offices to 
the Snyder Building, 38 North Wash- 
ington Avenue, Battle Creek, Michigan. 
Telephone number remains 3-1862. 


GLANZ & KILLIAN CO. 


CONTRACTORS 
PLUMBING — HEATING — VENTILATING 
FIRE PROTECTION SPRINELER SYSTEMS 

1761 West Forest Avenue TEmple 1-7820 


ROBERT M. POCOCK, formerly with 
Zonolite Co. has joined Petroleum Sys- 
tems, Inc., 2914 East Grand Blvd., De- 
troit, as a tant to Robert Phillips in 
calling on the Architectural profession. 


Dear Mr. Cleland: 

My thanks for your letter of May 15th 
notifying me of my elevation to Member 
Emeritus of The A.LA. 

Am now traveling in the eighties and 
of necessity have to limit my doings in 
large part to home and garden, and live 
the quiet life. 

However, be advised that the latch 
string on our front door hangs loose 
and that a visit from any member of the 
Detroit brotherhood or by any of my 
U. of M. students will be welcome. 

With cordial good wishes, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

Ernest Wilby 

1567 Ouellette Ave. 
Windsor, Ontario, Canada. 


FISHER BUILDING 
Detroit, Mich. 


g AND CONTRACTORS 


2701 Joy Road — DETROIT (6) — TYler 6-9626 
842 Hall St., S.E.—GRAND RAPIDS (7)—Ph. 5-5180 


NELSON COMPANY 


Plumbing, Heating & Air Conditioning Supplies 
WHOLESALE 
Main Office and Display Room 
2604 FOURTH AVE. Phone WO. 2-4160 
Royal Oak — Grosse Pointe — Ann Arbor 


GLASS BLOCK for 
YOUR PLANT-Now! 


Critical materials are not required 
to erect glass block panels in that 
new plant addition—or in replac- 
ing wornout sash in existing build- 
ings. Get Insulux Glass Block — 
without delay. 


Cadillac Glass Co. 


A. 1-7200 2570 HART AVENUE: 
DETROIT 
STS IIe LIU HOLLIS ALLS An S$ 


